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March 19, 2026
12pm - 1pm

With planning and awareness,
transitions throughout foster
care can be less stressful for
everyone involved. Speakers
will discuss the various
transitions that foster children
experience and discuss the
impact on the children, their
caregivers, and providers
involved with the family.
Presenters will explore
considerations when a
transition is needed and will
address how to prioritize the
child’s attachment needs
while taking steps to decrease
trauma. 

Different kinds of transitions
will be discussed and
suggestions will be shared to
ease the difficulty of a
transition with examples
provided. Presenters will
share challenges from
different perspectives and
how case workers, attorneys,
and clinicians can work to
assist everyone involved.
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Amy Dickson, PsyD, LSU Medical School New Orleans

Dr. Dickson is a Clinical Psychologist and Associate Professor at LSU Medical School in
New Orleans in the Department of Psychiatry since 1999.  At LSUHSC Dr. Dickson is the
Director of the LSUHSC Infant Team which treats children under the age of 6 years in the
foster care system in several parishes in Louisiana.  This program supports two child
court teams in the state and Dr. Dickson consults to local child protection offices.  Dr.
Dickson directs the Osofsky-Harris Infant Mental Health training program, a year-long
intensive training program teaching clinicians infant mental health.  She is a Child-Parent
Psychotherapy trainer and is part of several learning collaboratives teaching other
mental health professionals about infant mental health and Early Childhood Court.  Dr.
Dickson was part of a multidisciplinary team that brought the Early Childhood Supports
and Services program back to Louisiana which supports all families with young children
throughout the state.  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
Attendees will develop a deeper understanding of the potential for trauma
and disrupted attachment when transitioning.
Attendees will learn how to work with all parties to collaborate and create a
transition plan that addresses everyone’s concerns.
Attendees will learn best practices when transitioning a child.
Attendees will learn how to advocate for the needs of the child when
transition is needed.

AGENDA 
12 pm         Different Transitions
12:15 pm     Attachment and Trauma Considerations
12:30 pm    Issues that Arise, Case Example, Advocacy, Importance of Collaboration
12:50 pm    Questions and Discussion 

SPEAKERS

Brandon Cline, JD, MS, CWLS

Brandon Cline who is a Child Welfare Law Specialist (CWLS) certified by National
Association of Counsel for Children (NACC) has over fourteen (14) years of experience
working as an attorney representing children in all aspects of Child in Need of Care
(CINC), mental health, capacity to proceed, and special immigrant juvenile status (SIJS)
proceedings for Louisiana’s Mental Health Advocacy Service/Child Advocacy Program
(MHAS/CAP).  For two of those years, he worked as a child welfare agency attorney at the
district and appellate court levels.


